
Noon Bible Study: Revelation 13 (part 2)
Last week our objective was to identify how the beast works, not who the beast is.  This week we will work more towards 
who the beast is by spending more time looking at how the beast works.  We saw how the beasts of Revelation 13 were 
Satan’s systems which cause evil and trouble in the world - specifically the systems of government and the false 
religious systems.  The beasts are representative of systems but there are also descriptions of specific individuals that 
do/will do the beastly work.  A few other NT texts speak of this figure who is comparable to the two beasts of chapter 13.

Matthew 24:9-21 - Abomination of Desolation

An abomination that brings desolation…

1 - Antiochus IV - 167 BC (past)
2 - Temple Destruction 70 AD (future for them/past for us)
3 - Revelation 13 - …future…

This is a specific action that will set up the time of trouble. We don’t get much information about the person.

2 Thessalonians 2:1-10 - Man of Lawlessness, Son of destruction

There is going to be a specific “man of lawlessness” who will be filled with pride and arrogance. He will oppose God and 
be blasphemously boastful (cp Revelation 13:5).  This person will even proclaim themselves to be God!

But Paul writes these things so that the church can be informed and aware of:

1 - the coming of this person
2 - the characteristics of this kind of person (to be watchful for generally)
3 - to not be troubled with these things, or this person

1 John 2:18-22 - AntiChrist Qualities

1 John 2:18-22 - Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is coming, even now many 
antichrists have appeared; from this we know that it is the last hour. 19 They went out from us, but they were 
not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they went out, so that it 
would be shown that they all are not of us. 20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you all know. 
21 I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it, and because no lie 
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is of the truth. 22 Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, the one 
who denies the Father and the Son.

1 John 4:1-4 - Spirit of AntiChrist, Gnostic Teaching

1 John 4:1-4 - Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because 
many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that 
confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God; 3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is 
not from God; this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is 
already in the world. 4 You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is 
in you than he who is in the world.

2 John 1:7-9 (NLT) - I say this because many deceivers have gone out into the world. They deny that Jesus Christ 
came in a real body. Such a person is a deceiver and an antichrist. 8 Watch yourselves, that you do not lose what 
we have accomplished, but that you may receive a full reward. 9 Anyone who goes too far and does not abide in the 
teaching of Christ, does not have God; the one who abides in the teaching, he has both the Father and the Son.

We started this looking at Matthew 24 where Jesus repeats multiple times the need to be on guard against false prophets 
and false Christs.  This is what John is addressing here.  He is telling us that not only will there be an antichrist, there 
are many antichrists.  There are and will be religious systems which will present false Christ in their teaching and 
through their leadership.  We are told by Jesus ahead of time to watch for this and to remember that God will help us 
(because greater is he…)

From these texts we see the two main points we saw in Revelation 13.  These beasts are going to be people with power and 
authority and also with religious and spiritual influence.

Revelation 13:1-3 - Reintroduction to the first beast

v. 3 - one head appeared as if it had been slain, but the fatal wound was healed…

The beast is representative of a political/governmental system - led by humans.  One of the “heads” of this beast appears 
to be fatally wounded, but the beast doesn’t die.  And as the beast gains strength again, the world is in awe.

The governmental system is going to receive blows but come back again and again.  When one evil king dies, one might 
think the rule of the beast is over.  But sure enough another system comes to take its place. Babylon was over all, but 
died.  Then Greece was mighty, but as it fell, Rome rose.  Even in our day, Nazism is defeated and communism rises in its 
place, communism seems to die out and socialism and nationalism ascend.
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In the time of the early church, there was a specific scenario which would have been relevant.  It relates to Nero, one of 
the most violent and evil of the Roman emperors, especially towards Christians in Rome: 

“At the age of thirty-two, Nero committed suicide, however a rumor began that Nero had not really died but had 
been taken to a remote island to recover from the attempted suicide and would return to regain the throne. He, of 
course, did die and did not return, but the rumor took on such mythic proportions that many would-be power 
brokers capitalized on it.  Nero-imposters emerged all over the empire, some of them winning sizable 
followings…” (Darrell W. Johnson, “Discipleship On The Edge”, page 236)

There may be a specific person that will be wounded and revived (like Nero was rumored to be), but for sure the system of 
the beast fits this description as well.

Revelation 13:13-15 - Signs, wonders and the image speaks!

This is troubling. The second beast, who represents false religion and spirituality, has power and authority which it uses 
to get people to worship the first beast, which is ultimately devotion to the devil/dragon. This system, and the final 
version of this system at the end of the age is not going to be weak.  The text tells us of power and miraculousness - 
climaxing in making the image of the beast speak.  That is no joke!  The false religious systems and the power of the evil 
one have measurable impact on people.  They will be in awe, their lives will be affected, they will see things that will 
be compelling.  We know this is true - false religions seem to help people improve their lives.  People who join a mosque, 
an atheist support group, the KKK or a beer soaked bowling league find community, acceptance, purpose and love.  What 
about obviously corrupt religious leaders who lead healing or miracle ministries. Are these things evidence that these 
individuals and groups are from God?  That’s a really tough question…

But God’s word helps us.  Consider what the LORD said to his people through Moses:

Deuteronomy 13:1-5 - "If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or a wonder, 2 
and the sign or the wonder comes true, concerning which he spoke to you, saying, 'Let us go after other gods 
(whom you have not known) and let us serve them,' 3 you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that 
dreamer of dreams; for the LORD your God is testing you to find out if you love the LORD your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul. 4 "You shall follow the LORD your God and fear Him; and you shall keep His 
commandments, listen to His voice, serve Him, and cling to Him. 5 "But that prophet or that dreamer of dreams 
shall be put to death, because he has counseled rebellion against the LORD your God who brought you from the 
land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, to seduce you from the way in which the LORD your God 
commanded you to walk. So you shall purge the evil from among you.

The content of the message is more important than the miracles accompanying the message.  The Mosaic law warned, that 
even if a prophet did a miracle, if the message the prophet is speaking is to turn and worship other gods, the miracle 
working prophet is a false prophet.  (The Bible also stresses that you will know true and false prophets by their “fruit” 
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(aka life), but in this case we’re seeking wisdom about what to do when it appears the prophet has “power”).  If the 
message of the prophet deviates from the word of God or the message of the prophet is calling you to deviate from the 
worship of God - they are not of God.

This can be tricky, even scary.  But in light of the wonders of the beast, we can be comforted that if we stay committed 
to loving the LORD our God with all of our hearts, we will not be tricked or wowed away from the one we love.

Revelation 13:16-18 - “The Mark Of The Beast”

A word about seals & marks: we’ve already read about a “seal” that will be placed on the foreheads of those who belong 
to God before the great time of trial comes.  This action “evokes a picture of a royal signet ring by which kings 
authenticated documents or marked ownership of an item” (ESV Study Bible, Revelation 7:1-13).  This is a seal that is 
given by God to those people who belong to Him.

In contrast, the “mark of the beast” is a marking (on the forehead or hand) upon those who pledge allegiance to the 
first beast and its system.

The function of this mark relates to economic access, but it is ultimately about worship.  The goal of the second beast is 
to get people to worship the first beast - and the marking of the beast and the ability to buy and sell in the beast's 
system as a result is about worship of the beast.  Later in Revelation 14 we will read:

Revelation 14:9-10a - Then another angel, a third one, followed them, saying with a loud voice, "If anyone 
worships the beast and his image, and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand, 10 he also will drink of the 
wine of the wrath of God,...

Revelation 14:11 (NLT) - The smoke of their torment will rise forever and ever, and they will have no relief day or 
night, for they have worshiped the beast and his statue and have accepted the mark of his name."

See the connection between worship and the mark?

Our nation has restrictions on certain activities and “marks” that are required to lift those restrictions.  You are 
required to have a driver's license in order to legally drive a car.  You must have car insurance as well - and have 
proof of insurance with you when you drive.  These activities are not activities which require worship to receive them.  If 
we lived in a system that required pledges of allegiance to the president (etc) to receive them, it would be a different 
story.  These laws are in place for the public good and safety - within a broken, limited and human institution.

What we ought to have our spiritual eyes open for are those things which will relate to devotion, worship and Lordship. 
I’m not going to get a drivers license if the law requires a pinch of incense to be made first, or a prayer to be said in 
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“the President's name…” or something like that. (There are various examples of such situations in history). Those 
actions are actions of worship which are actions of the heart and mind towards something other than the true God. 

Deuteronomy 6:4-8 - "Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one! 5 "You shall love the LORD your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 "These words, which I am commanding you 
today, shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you 
sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up. 8 "You shall bind 
them as a sign on your hand and they shall be as frontals on your forehead.

The words and ways of God were to be so close to God’s people that they were to be “on their heart” (relating to 
feelings), spoken of when they sit or walk (where they go), a “sign on their hand” (relating to what they would do), and 
“frontals on their forehead” (relating to their thoughts). (side note: the Hebrew for Deut 6:8 “signs” and “frontals” are 
related to markings) The system of the beast is looking to win those sacred spaces in the lives of men and women so that 
they cannot be filled with God. 

There will be many who will willingly surrender their heart to this world (and the ruler of this world), and especially if 
the simplicity of their livelihood is at stake.  God’s people know that He is their provider and even in the times of 
tremendous pressure, he is faithful to provide for us, and also provide a way to escape:

Psalm 37:25 – I have been young and now I am old, Yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken Or his descendants 
begging bread.

1 Corinthians 10:13 - No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who 
will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of 
escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.

This is a promise from God for today and in the days to come, even in the final days of this age.  If we can trust Him 
now, we can trust Him then.

Revelation 13:18 - The Number of The Beast

What we are told to calculate the number, that the number is the number of a man, and that the number is six hundred 
and sixty six.  Most commentators believe John may be using a device from the ancient world known as “gematria” which 
corresponds a number with a letter.  George Ladd explains:

“Neither Greek nor Hebrews languages used a system of numbers. Instead of numbers the letters of the alphabet 
stood for numbers (ex: A=1, B=2, C=3, etc.).  Thus a name could be converted into its corresponding letter. (One 
historian) records a wall-scribbling from Pompeii which reads “I love her whose number is 545 (Phi Mu Epsilon) (“A 
commentary on the revelation of John”, page 186).” 
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What does the number of the beast mean? 

“Any amount of ink has been spilled over this fascinating, and misleading, question. The number is said to stand 
for Nero, or Caligula, or Domitian, or the Caesars in general, or the Roman Empire, or any one of several 
Solutions…More recent candidates have included Mohammed, Oliver Cromwell, and Napoleon, not to mention 
Martin Lutehr and an assortment of popes…” (Wilcock, page 128)

Here’s the problem though.

“If we adapt the rules to make names conform (say, multiply by 7, add 4, then divide by 3) we can eventually 
make any name fit 666.  Indeed everything from biblical scholars, scientist, and labor unions to Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles has surfaced as candidates for the AntiChrist…If one adds up the potential Roman numerals in 
“Cute Purple Dinosaur” (counting the u as a V, hence a 5), one ends up with 100+5+5+50+500+1+5, for a total 
of 666, thus implicating Barney himself! (Craig Keener, “The NIV Application Commentary” page 359)

The point is - we don’t exactly know what this means.  Many well meaning folks have suggested different options and we 
must prayerfully trust that God will give us the clarity when it is needed.  In the meantime, while we try and decipher 
the name - we need make no mistake as to the qualities and characteristics of the beast we are to be watching for.

Revelation 13 is an interlude to the windows we have looked through in the book.  The images of the beasts are 
representative of political and spiritual powers of this evil age. So there is a sense that each generation looks at these 
symbols and finds within their own time fulfillment of the beastly systems of power and worship.  But each generation 
also looks ahead to a final system that although it will be very fierce, will also be the final expression of the 
dragon’s power - the final beast whose head will be fatally crushed by Christ.

For the church of the first century, this political beast is Rome.  For the Jews of Jeremiah’s day, it was Babylon. In 
Genesis 10-11 it was Babel. There is a cyclical pattern in history where a powerful empire emerges and with it an 
arrogance and godlessness that attempts to rule and reign without God. These empires not only wield political power but 
they crave (and command) fidelity and devotion of the heart.  As we have seen as we worked through Revelation, the 
Roman emperors were not just politicians, they were worshiped as gods (or often “sons of the gods”).  Some of the cities 
Revelation is written to were centers of the Imperial cult.

And as a result, pressure was mounting on the early Christians from the culture due to the fact that they were not 
worshiping Caesar as a god.  This was noticeable - and the Christians had to discern at what level they would remain in 
the world, while abstaining from being from the world.  Could you be a carpenter in Thyatira if at the union meeting 
they said a prayer to the emperor before they started discussing their business?  What if the meal you were being served 
at a neighbor's house was from the marketplace that was funding the priests of the Emperor?  Do you use the money that 
was marked “Caesar is Lord” to buy household supplies?
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These were challenging questions for our brothers and sisters then and they have some modern equivalency to us now.  So 
what is the follower of Jesus to do when they see the latest (or perhaps the last) incarnation of the beasts? A few final 
thoughts.

The book of Revelation helps us see things in light of unseen things.  We don’t see the spiritual battle raging all around 
us, but with the eyes of faith, we do.  We don’t see that Jesus is exalted and working as glorified king over God’s 
creation, but through the eyes of faith, we do.  It helps us see things that are happening now through spiritual eyes and 
it helps us look forward to the future to see things not yet seen and understand it in light of what we read and believe.

We look at our current governments and spiritual systems and see that the evil one is lurking behind the scenes to cause 
chaos and keep people from God.  But we also see God working above and beyond that to ensure His will is done.  And we 
look at the future with a mix of curiosity and confidence to know that there will be dark replicas of the beast that 
although ferocious, will be exposed and exterminated.  We look at Babel and Egypt and Babylon and Greece and Rome and 
Germany and Russia and China and the United States and see the traits of both beasts in each.  And we look at the 
future for the final beast and false prophet who will influence the whole world in the dragon’s final hurrah.

But, as we conclude for now, we must remember that the key to overcoming these deceptive beasts is not by studying or 
dissecting them.  The key to identifying who and what the counterfeit is lies in intimately knowing the genuine.

If you know the real deal you won’t be susceptible to knowing the imposter.  So what must we know - we must know 
Yahweh our God.  We must study who he is, what he has done, what he is like, what he has said, what he is doing and 
what he will do.  We must know the true Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth.  We must study who he is, what he has done, what he 
has said, what he is doing and will do.  

We must know the true hope of things to come - the kingdom of God.  We will not be tricked into investing our hope or 
heart in any nation of this world if we know for sure that no system or leader, no matter how well it does, is the 
kingdom of God.  Specifically in our context - America might be the closest version to the kingdom of God (a reality that 
we ought to be grateful for), but close to the Kingdom of God is not the kingdom of God.

We must know the true gospel message - what it announces, what it denounces, what it promises, and what it promotes. 
Then no imposter or imitation will be able to sway us - even if fire comes from heaven or an image speaks to us.  “...we 
must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it. (Hebrews 2:1).”

It is an important discipline to know and study prophecy, especially as it relates to the end of this age.  But in all of 
this we can never, ever take our eye off of the genuine.  We’re going to wonder where to go, what’s true and how we 
should live.  And so we must keep our eyes on Jesus. He is the way, the truth and the life.
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